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Literature Review

· Systematic and critical review of the most important scholarly literature on a particular topic  

· Summary of current knowledge about a particular practice problem

· Includes what is known and what is not known about the problem

Literature Review

· Identify what is known and not known.

· Is there a gap in knowledge????

· In quantitative research the literature review directs the development and implementation of the study.

· In qualitative research the literature review is conducted at different times in the process.

Purpose of lit review

· Overall purpose is to develop a strong knowledge base for the conduct of research and evidenced-based practice

· To uncover knowledge for use in education and practice

· 10 objectives are identified in Box 4-1, page 79 of your text

Clinical setting

· implement research-based nursing interventions and evidence-based practice protocols

· develop hospital-specific nursing protocols or policies related to patient care

· develop, implement, and evaluate quality assurance projects or protocols related to patient outcome data

Theoretical verses Data-based

· Theoretical – (conceptual): reports of concepts, theories, frameworks

· The basis of past and future work; often underlie reported research

· Data-based – research studies (empirical; scientific)

· Research that pertains to subject under study

Sources

· Primary Source-Written by the person who generated the original ideas or theories and/or conducted the research


· Secondary Source-Written by a person or persons other than the individual(s) who developed the theory or conducted the research
Integrative Review 

· A comprehensive review which identifies, analyzes, and synthesizes the results from independent studies to determine current knowledge in area. 

· Excellent way to find landmark studies

· Often delineates areas that need to be explored, may make recommendations

· developed from secondary sources

Conceptual articles

· State of the science articles

· Non-research articles

Data-based articles

· studies - research articles

· are from primary sources

· suggest some type of “testing”

· certain journals only publish research articles

Reading the literature

· A review of the literature should allow the reader to summarize the major elements of studies and identify the contributions of that study(ies) to nursing knowledge.

· As a consumer of research, the goal is to know how to conduct a lit review and critically evaluate  and synthesize (summarize) it (ANA, 1993)

Journals

· Journals are the preferred mode of communicating the latest theory or results of a research study

· aim to review articles in refereed or peer-reviewed journals as your first source 

· aim to review primary sources

When would you use a secondary source?

· Provides a different “view” - often titled “Commentary” or “Response”.

· If primary source is literally unavailable

“Re”search vs. “search”

· The electronic database 

· print database - use to find sources that have not been entered into electronic databases

· goal is to search scholarly literature and retrieve in the most time-effective manner

Reference Data Bases

· MEDLINE - medical literature analysis and retrieval system online - 1966

· CINAHL - Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature - 1982

· CANCERLIT

· PubMed - National Library of Medicine’s search service

· CRISP - Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects

The internet


· Web browsers: Google, Netscape Communicator

· inefficient

· time-consuming 

Conducting the search

· Too much is not too good - go back three to five years - greater than 10 for the “classics” - remember your focus

· find the “right” variables/concepts/terms/keywords

· limit to “research”

How to Read the Review 
of Literature

·  is there a “heading”

·  are conceptual and/or research articles presented

·  is a summary or synthesis presented

· see Box 4 - 2 (page 80)

· are gaps, inconsistencies, and consistencies noted

· does it seem adequate

The Critique

· Literature is the basis of the study

· Builds a case for the study being reported

The Critique

· Don’t assume because it doesn’t make sense, that you’re missing something – maybe the authors did!

· Look for assumptions, leaps of logic!

Relevant Studies Identified and Described

· Sample characteristics

· Number (n = 30), where found (day care center in rural area), what the sample looked like (gender, age, SES, etc.) – similar to this work?

· Instruments used 

· Body Mass Index – calculated the same way?

· Relation to procedures or methods

· How related or similar to this work?

· Findings summarized

· Level of significance given (p < .05)

Sources Cited – checking the references

· Need primary sources

· Landmark or classic studies included

· Need current sources (< 5-10 years)

· All sources in reference list

· Look at reference list – agreement/ support

· Use of proper style manual 

Overall

· Readable

· Logical

· Concise

· Paraphrase without plagiarism

· Support for present study offered 

APA/Periodicals

· Gantt, D. J. (2001). The theory of planned behavior and postpartum smoking relapse. Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 33, 337-341.

· Buerhaus, P. I. (1997). What is the harm in imposing mandatory hospital nurse staffing regulations? Nursing Economics, 15(2), 66-72.

APA/Books

· Cohen, J. (1988). Statistical power analysis for the behavioral sciences (2nd ed.). New York: Academic Press. 

· Bjork, R. A. (1989). Retrieval inhibition as an adaptive mechanism in human memory. In H. L. Roediger III & F. I. M. Craik (Eds.), Varieties of memory & consciousness (pp.309-330). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.

Web citation

· Johnston, B., Heeler, J., Dueser, K., & Sousa, K. (2000). Outcomes of the Kaiser Permenante tele-home health research project. The Archives of Family Medicine, 9, 40-45. Retrieved September 25, 2001 from http://telemedtoday.com/articlearchive/articles/Tele-homeHealthII.html

APA is a manuscript “map”…
· Components of manuscript

· Ways to use language

· Presentation of tables and figures

· Ways to cite resources

